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. With this strong client base,
T & G  h a s  e n j o y e d  a  s t e l l a r
reputation and sustained growth

over its long history, yet the firm
s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  f a m i l y - l i k e
atmosphere and its professional,

client-centered appeal.Today, T&G
has four offices including two in
Thailand (Bangkok and Phuket),
and two in Vietnam (Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City), employing around
350 people, including 100 lawyers.

The firm was founded in 1 890,
when Ceylonese lawyer William
Alfred Goone Tilleke chose Siam
(Thailand) as the place to secure a
career. Tilleke earned a stellar
international reputation after the
successful defense of Phra Yod
M u a n g  K h w a n g ,  a  S i a m e s e
Commander who was acquitted
after being tried for kill ing a
French military officer. In 1902,
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Ti l leke teamed up wi th Ralph
Gibbins,  an Engl ishman,  and the
firm has carried on as Tilleke &
Gibbins ever since.

In 1989, the firm recognized
t h e  g r o w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n
Vietnam and established Tilleke &
Gibbins Consul tants L imi ted to
prov ide investment  and lega I
consul t ing serv ices for  businesses
engaged in commercial activities
inVietnam.

In 1992, T&G became the first
foreign law fi rm to receive a license
to establish a representative office
in Ho Chi  Minh Ci ty ,  V ietnam. The
Ho Chi Minh City office opening
was followed by the opening of a
representative branch in Hanoi in
1994. ln 1996, both offices were
awarded full law licenses. The firn,
branched out to Phuket in early
2005 to service the needs of
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' : re ign proper ty  buyers in  the Phuket

:g ion and surrounding areas.

1n Vietnam, T&G represents many

c a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( l i e n t s ,

,dv is ing them on a wide range of

:sues. The firm's corporate law team

l  c l u  d e s  e x p e r t s  i n  b a  n  k i n g ,

o  m  m  e  r c  i a  I  t  r a  n  s  a  c t  i o  n  s ,

.np loyment ,  f ranchis ing,  and real
is tate mat ters.  For  example.  T&G
-epresented Merck in the Vietnam

rspects of its merger with Schering-
) ough, and it also structured, drafted,

: n d  n e g  o t i a t e d  m a n a g e m e n t
: o n t r a c t s  f o r  v a r i o u  s  p r o p e r t y

) e v e l o p m e n t  p  r o j e c t  s  b e i n g
J ndertaken by Marriott.

Thef i rm a lso has a large in te l lectual

croper ty  pract ice,  represent ing lP

rights owners in infringement actions,

counterfeiting, and strategy relating to
trademarks, patents, and copyright.

Major lP clients in Vietnam include

Aud,j, Bayer, Bosch, Eli Lilly, Electrolux,

Lacoste, Nokia, Pfizer, and Swatch.

I n  M d y  a n d  i u n e  2 0 1 1 ,  i n

recognition of the firm's efforts and

contributions in Vietnam, T&G was

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p
employment  law f i rms in  Vietnam by

Asian Legal  Business,  as wel l  as a top-

tier firm for trademark work in the

i n a u g u r a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r l d

T r a d e m a r k  R e v i e w  1 0 0 0  -  T h e

Definitive Guide to Trademark Legal

Services.

l n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  f i r m - w i d e
recogni t ion,  severa l  o f  the f i rm's

indiv idual  a t torneys in  Vietnam have

a l s o  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  l e a d i n g
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  T h i s

inc ludes Ms.  Nguyen Thi  Phi  Nga,  who

w a s  n a m e d  a n  A s i a l a w  L e a d i n g

Lawyer in the area of intellectual
property; Mr. i\4ichael K. Lee, who is

l is ted as a leading Corporate and M&A

at torney in  Chambers Asia 20f  i ;  and

Mr. Thomas J. Treutler, Partner and

M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  f i r m ' s

Vietnam of f ices,  who was named a

l e a d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  b o t h

c o n t e n t i o u s  a n d  n o n c o n t e n t i o u s

trademark work in  Vietnam by the

wTR 1000.

In discussing the firm's practice,

T h o m a s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  T & G ' s

strength lies in its combination of

in ternat ional  exper t ise and local

k n o w l e d g e .  " A l t h o u g h  r o o t e d  i n

Southeast Asia, our practice is global.

We not  only  help our  c l ients  succeed in

business t ransact ions,  but  we a lso help

them overcome language barr iers  and

appreciate the historical and cultural

factors that  impact  doing business in

Vietnami'said Thomas. "Whatever your

industry, T&G can help you enter new

markets and grow your  business in

Southeast Asia and globally." s
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