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Permanentresident:
Tobe ornottobe

N, suchashowto buyahouse or
condo or how to set up a business,

S imilar to typical ‘howto"” questions .

_howtoacquirePermanent Resident . .
status has become a question frequently’

asked by foreign visitors and expatriates
working and living in Thailand. While

- some have been told thata Permanent
Resident (PR) permit is readily available
to buyers of condominium units, others
. havelearned that getting one requires
commitment and time,

Why s PR status desirable? First of
all, sinceitis an immigration status
granted to forelgners who qualify and
areapproved to become residents of

Another benefitis that achild born in

Thailand to foreign parents both holding .

- PRatthe time of the child"s birth would

automatically get Thai nationality.
Afurtheradvantage is derived under

the Condominium Act which exempts a
PR holder from having to bring in forelgn
currency for buying a condo. Inaddition,
Thai banks donot generally grant

-personalhome mortgage loans to

" . foreignersunless they have PR status,

soltisgoodto have, _

Needless to say, there are some
difficulties that one must deal with in
order toreaptherewards ofa PR,

Foreigners must apply for a permit
from the Immigration Bureau and the

- key requirement that knocks out foreign
visitors at the outset is that an applicant
must have been livingin Thailand ona -
one-yearvisa for at least three consecutive

© years,

Such a one-yearvisais obtainable if,
for the business category, the foreigner
is employed by a Thai company that
has atleast four Thai employees, earns
the minimum income requirement, and
fulfills other requirements prescribed
by the Bureau.

The Immigration Act allows the
granting of PR permits based on alimited
quotaofonly 100 people per nationality
per year. In certain years, the competition
‘withinsome nationalities can be quite
stiff. Currently, PRis basically available
In three categories —working,
humanitarian, and expert —with
different requirements,

The popularworking category, with

-some exceptions, basically requires that
the applicant have held a work permit
forthree consecutive years, eams at least

80,000 baht a month, or has pald personal

income tax of atieast 100,000 baht per
yearin the pasttwo years,

- The humanitarian category includes
avariety of circumstances, for example,
staying to support a Thai wife, in which

case the foreigner must have been legally |
married 1o her for at least two yearsand .

their combined income mist have beeri

atleast 30,000 bahtin the past two years,
Applicantsunder the expert category

need certification from the Thai
governmentagency concerned to
support their application.
Theopeningperiod for submitting
applications varies from year to year
butusually occursin the last few weeks
oftheyear. One of the requirements is
thatanapplicant must have never been

Thailand, themain : : imprisoned, -
benefit of having ' making a criminal
aPRisthat the It must be noted that background check
holderwouldno * {usually a time-
longer need avisa PR .hOIders are Stl “ consuming
to enter and stay considered ‘alien’ processand
inThailand, To ' . : dependent onthe
so]rimfe,fthisn]ileans . under Thai law, thus co-operationgiven
relieffrom the : _ byforeign

_ burdenef thﬂy are not ab 'e to. ©  embassiesand
maintaining and - police authorities)
renewingaone- .ow“"_and or “_’or!‘ imperative.
yearvisa, which s unless approval is Followingthe:
becomingamore . : submissionof
challenging gl'a nted applicationand .

- PYOCess. ' : fingerprinting, a

scheduled interviewin person takes place
with an immigration official to test the
applicant’s basic Thailisteningand
speaking skills, Scores will be given to
the application for consideration by the
committee which will decide on each
case subjectively and objectively, thus
making the outcome unpredictable.
Applicants under the humanitarian
category are given priority and
preferential treatment. A waiting period
of many months before the ’
announcement of results is common.

Thereisanon-refundable application
fee of 7,600 baht. However, it is often
thie steep government fee of almost
200,000 baht per PR, payable upon
approval of the PR, which makes eligible
foreigners have second thoughts, since
a one-year visa by comparison, is more
cost-effective. Nevertheless, while to
some expatriates aone-year visa is
sufficient to stay and work orto havea
personal bank account or to obtaina
credit card or driving licence, to others,
a PR brings with it a great amount of
pride and otherintangibles,

It must be noted that PR holders are
still considered “alien” under Thailaw,
thus theyare not able to own land ot
work unless approval is granted. Yet,
the demand for PR sometimes exceeds
the quota available not onlybecause of
itslegal benefits but also for the
recognition it brings to the foreign holder
inthe eyes of the Thai authorities, Some
even aim higher, thatis, to pursue Thai
nationality after holding a PR for five
years.

Written hy Kobkit Thienpreacha, Attomoy, -
- Commercial & Comperate Department, Tliloke
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