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Maximum Regidual Levels
under the Food Act

These days, people are becoming increasingly health conscious and more selective with
what they choose to eat. As such, we will take this opportunity to briefly discuss one of the
measures that the Thai FDA is taking in order to control the safety of fresh foods (such as fruits,
vegetables, and meat) being imported to Thailand from abroad: the Maximum Residual Level
(MRL).

Under the Food Act, fresh food is categorized as “general food,” meaning the importer is only
required to obtain a food import license prior to importation, and no product registration is
required. However, the Food Act also sets out the MRLs which apply to all types of fresh food.
Under Article 3 of the Notification of the Ministry of Public Health (No. 288) B.E. 2548 (2005) Re:
Food with Toxic Residue, food with toxic residue must meet the following standards:

1. Toxic substances caused from the use of pesticides, for which MRLs apply, must be of those officially registered, and the established
MRLs must not exceed the amounts stated in Annex 1 of Notification No. 288. For example, the MRL of dimethoate must not exceed
2mg per 1kg of food in oranges and 0.05mg in eggs.

2. Toxic substances in agriculture, which are officially prohibited under the Notification of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, are
not permitted, except for the established Extraneous Maximum Residue Limits (EMRL) as stated in Annex 2 of Notification No. 288. For
example, DDT is officially prohibited by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives and the EMRL of DDT must not exceed 0.1mg per
1kg of food for cereal and 0.01mg for fruits.

3. Incases other than (1) and (2), residual toxic substances must comply with the established MRLs set forth by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standard Programme.

In practice, the inspectors of the Food and Drug checkpoints will check both the required import documents and the products themselves by
taking samples for preliminary tests to ensure that imported products comply with the rules, including MRL rules. In some cases, however, if
the food contains a substance for which there is no established MRL, but the substance itself or the amount of substance may cause danger
to consumers or the general public, such food may be deemed as “impure”according to the Food Act and will thus be prohibited from being
imported into Thailand.
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